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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
September 8, 2026 1:00-2:30pm
Microbial Sciences Building, Room 6201 

Voting Members Present: Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Patrick Masson, co-chair (2028), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Joseph Pierre (2029), Jim Berkelman (2029)

Student Members Present: Trisha Tewari

Ex-Officio Members Present: David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette

Welcome and Call to Order
1. Introductions and welcome: (Arriaga, Masson) 1:00-1:05
2. Procedures: (Arriaga, Masson, Wright-Racette) 1:05-1:20


Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from August 25, 2026 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
Approved by consent.
Action Items
1. Course: NUTR SCI 740: Professional Development for Nutrition and Metabolism Researchers
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91419 
Reviewers: Masson/Berkelman
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion Masson, second Berkelman to defer. Motion amended Masson, second Berkelman to approve with suggestions
Discussion: Syllabus should be updated to clarify assignment deadlines and include grading rubrics for assignments. Suggestion to include information on grading policies if students miss a deadline or miss class. Update AI statement to reference new course number. 
Vote: 5-0-1


2. Course: ENTOM 583: Outbreak Intervention and Prevention in One Health
Proposal type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91440 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Pierre (Duah/Tewari)
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion Christopherson, second Pierre to defer
Discussion: Not clear if course meets credit hour especially for work outside of class meeting times. Rationale should clarify gap this course fills in curriculum. Proposal should address overlap with ENTOM 570 and NUTR SCI 379. Not clear if participation grading and end of semester presentations are feasible given current grading structure and estimated enrollment. Update learning outcome 5 to fix typo. Review course requisite to see if it will prepare students to succeed in class no matter which combination of the requisite courses students take. Clarify if course title matches course content. 
Vote: 6-0

3. Capstone Course Review for Global Health, BS: ENTOM 583: Outbreak Intervention and Prevention in One Health
Syllabus: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/dr1ezav8gim7fvil9p3jse9tik1yjjqy 
Capstone Requirement Criteria: https://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/agricultural-life-sciences/#CALSCapstoneRequirement 
Capstone Evaluation Rubric: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/pmcdgq1ncvy6nq6u6nq4e6iy1z49psez 
Global Health, BS requirements (see “Capstone” section):  https://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/agricultural-life-sciences/entomology/global-health-bs/#requirementstext 
Lumen URL (for reference only): https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91440
Reviewers: Arriaga/DiGennaro
Time: 1:40-1:50

Motion Arriaga, second DiGennaro to defer
Discussion: Clarify differences between this course proposal and ENTOM 570. Ensure all students will complete the CALS Capstone course requirements related to communication and oral or written reports and communication with multiple audiences. Clarify if guest lecturers will ensure students are exposed to different approaches, which is a CALS capstone requirement. 
Vote: 6-0

Informational and Discussion Items
1. CALS International Comparisons courses review  

Discussion: CALS Curriculum Committee will use academic year 2026-27 to review courses that currently satisfy the CALS International Comparisons requirement to ensure they still meet learning outcomes and criteria. Committee periodically reviews courses that satisfy college requirements and given recent updates to requirement name, learning outcomes, and criteria, a review was deemed necessary. Committee will start reviewing courses in the next month or so. Rubric will be provided. Clarification that instructors have been asked to submit an updated syllabus and application explaining how course meets the updated CALS International Comparisons name, requirement criteria, and learning outcomes. Committee will not review courses that were approved under new requirement criteria last year.  

Adjourned at 2:07pm
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