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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
October 13, 2026 1:00-2:30pm
Microbial Sciences Building, Room 6201 

Voting Members Present: Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Sebastian I Arriola Apelo (2028), Joseph Pierre (2029), Jim Berkelman (2029)

Student Members Present: Thomas Duah

Ex-Officio Members Present: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from September 8, 2026 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/u31gsiv65bnak6iu1oiyus94ise44kri 

2. BIOCHEM 307: Study Abroad: Introduction to Biological Sciences Research
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91205 
Last approved by CALS CC: 2.10.26

Approved by consent. 

Action Items

1. Course: NUTR SCI 385: Nutrition and Global Chronic Disease
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91530 
Reviewers: Masson/Christopherson (Duah)
Time: 1:00-1:10

Motion Christopherson, second Arriaga to approve
Discussion: Justification for course and learning outcomes look good. Policy on use of AI is a good example other courses could follow. Liked the written description of assessment. Consider adding MICROBIO 101 to prerequisite if instructor feels it would adequately prepare students. Course is offered in a hybrid model. Discussion of how course meets credit hour. Committee felt that course met credit hour with class meetings, assignments, readings, and other out of class work. 
Vote: 5-0-1

2. Course: SOIL SCI 465: Soil Carbon and Nitrogen Modeling: Theory, Box Models, and Inference
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91499 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Berkelman (Tewari)
Time: 1:10-1:20 

Motion Christopherson, second Berkelman to approve with minor suggestions
Discussion: Another good example of policy on the use of AI. Confirm if instructor feels learning outcomes reflect content in course description and title. Learning outcomes 4 and 6 could be more specific. Assignments should be clarified to show what assignments are in-class discussion vs assignments that students do to prepare for discussion. Confirm if there are separate labs or the labs are during lecture meetings. Clarify graduate student assessment. Update assignment about course evaluations per campus guidance. 
Vote: 5-0-1

3. Course: PL PATH/PLANTSCI 261: Sustainable Turfgrass Use and Management 
Last approval: Reviewed and approved by the CALS CC on 9/10/24
Proposal Type: Change
URL:  https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=84785
Reviewers: Arriaga/Pierre (Duah)
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion Arriaga, second Pierre to approve with recommendations
Discussion: Discussion of if course has too much work for a 2 credit course. Committee felt that it was appropriate. Assignments could be clarified to better explain how team activities work in the online course. Statement on AI could use more clarification. 
Vote: 5-0-1

4. Course: ENTOM 150: One Health
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91556 
Reviewers: Arriola Apelo/DiGennaro (Tewari)
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion Arriola Apelo, second DiGennaro to approve with minor changes. 
Discussion: Course description could be updated for clarity. Discussion of how weekly learning objectives align with overall course learning outcomes and if those will cause confusion for students. AI policy could be clarified and field trip policy should be included. Group projects and writing projects large percentage of grade for first-year students. 
Vote: 6-0

5. Course: ENTOM 150: One Health
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy the CALS First-Year Seminar requirement
Application Materials and Criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/2vssc16y1aone5n7niosy2i72i6cn0nt 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Arriola Apelo 
Time: 1:40-1:50

Motion DiGennaro, second Arriola Apelo to approve
Discussion: Overall meets the criteria and learning outcomes for the CALS First-Year Seminar requirement. Discussion from the course proposal about assignments composing large percentages of the grade applied here as well. 
Vote: 6-0

Informational and Discussion Items

1. CALS International Comparisons Example Review discussion

Discussion: The process of using the rubric, syllabus, and application to review courses worked well. The committee suggested some tweaks to the rubric scoring. The committee discussed two example course syllabi and applications to compare scores and discuss their process for reviewing. Official reviews will begin at the next meeting. 

2. CALS Field Trip policy 

Discussion: The CALS Academic Planning Council (CALS APC) recently voted to update the CALS Field Trip policy. The updated policy includes additional language about ensuring students are aware of field trips before they enroll, guidance on what counts as a field trip, and guidance for ensuring accessibility, costs, and transportation are accounted for when a course includes a field trip. 

Adjourned at 2:32pm
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