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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
August 25, 2026 1:00-2:30pm
Zoom: https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/97878172709 

Voting Members Present: Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Patrick Masson, co-chair (2028), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Joseph Pierre (2029)

Student Members Present: Trisha Tewari

Ex-Officio Members Present: David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette

Welcome and Call to Order
1. Introductions and Chairs’ Welcome: (Arriaga, Masson) 1:00-1:10

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from May 12, 2026 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/jxwvqdjzhlvife58uggu3vfdhmj69rw0 

2. Course change: SOIL SCI 585: Using R for Soil and Environmental Sciences
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=14122 

Approved by consent. 

Action Items

1. Course re-review: AAE 433: Environmental Economics and Policy
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91403 
Reviewers: Masson/Christopherson (Duah)
Time: 1:10-1:20

Motion Masson, second Christopherson to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Feedback from previous review had been addressed including removing cross-listing, updating learning outcomes, providing additional designation justification, and clarifying grading. Confirm with department the requisite courses that provide statistics preparation will ensure students can succeed in course. Clarify homework deadlines. 
Vote: 5-0

2. Course: AGROECOL 702: The Multifunctionality of Agriculture
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update to course requisite
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=87760 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Pierre
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion DiGennaro, second Pierre to approve
Discussion: Straightforward change. Discussion of AI statement. General comment for all courses that instructors can use rubrics for assignment grading that deduct points if AI was used. There is a high amount of effort and burden of proof required to go through academic misconduct process, so assignment rubrics that address AI use can be an alternative. Look into whether campus could provide sample rubrics. 
Vote: 5-0

3. Course: NUTR SCI 740: Professional Development for Nutrition and Metabolism Researchers
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91419 
Reviewers: Arriola Apelo/Arriaga
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion Arriaga, second Christopherson to defer to next meeting. 
Discussion: Primary reviewer was not present for the meeting and because this is a new course proposal, it still has time to go into effect for the next term. Committee will discuss course at the next meeting. 
Vote: 4-0-1

4. Course: AN SCI/DY SCI 373: Animal Physiology
Proposal Type: Change
Last approved: Last approved by the CALS CC on 8.26.25
Reason (if change): Update from 3 to 4 credits and add a learning outcome
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=2773 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Pierre (Tewari)
Time: 1:40-1:50

Motion Christopherson, second Pierre to approve with minor suggestions
Discussion: Learning outcomes 4 and 8 could be revised for clarity, but are overall fine. Clarify that the date of the final is TBD, rather than whether or not there will be a final is TBD. Instructor could clarify specific areas of animal physiology that will be covered. 
Vote: 5-0

5. Course: LSC 340: Misinformation, Fake News, and Correcting False Beliefs about Science
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Add discussion sections to component type, update phrasing of one learning outcome 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=89424 
Time: 1:50-2:00
Reviewers: Arriaga/Arriola Apelo (Tewari)

Motion Arriaga, second Christopherson to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Instructor should ensure good communication with TA/TAs to ensure consistency across discussion sections and assignment expectations and grading. Include guidance on AI use for assignments given large amount of writing in course. 
Vote: 5-0

6. Course: AN SCI 232: Care and Management of Dogs and Cats
Proposal Type: Change
Last review: Approved by the CALS CC on April 8, 2025 
Reason (if change): Add discussion section component
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90867 
Time: 2:00-2:10
Reviewers: Masson/DiGennaro (Duah)

Motion Masson, second DiGennaro to approve with minor suggestions
Discussion: Minor change and syllabus is in good shape. Could provide a rubric for grading of weekly activities where this is no discussion. 
Vote: 5-0

7. Course: POP HLTH/C&E SOC 370: Introduction to Public Health
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update to learning outcomes and course description
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=9240 
Time: 2:10-2:20
Reviewers: Arriola Apelo/DiGennaro

Motion DiGennaro, second Arriaga to approve
Discussion: Updates make sense to reflect new terminology used in field. Syllabus is very long, which could make it hard to find things for students, but does include a linked table of content. 
Vote: 5-0

Informational and Discussion Items
1. 

Adjourned at 2:05pm 
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