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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
May 12, 2026 1:00-2:30pm
Microbial Sciences Building, Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Nan Li (2027), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028)

Student Members Present: 

Ex-Officio Members Present: David Wright-Racette 

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from April 14, 2026 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/zmipqfj5d4pdwgcyipsxt0ndg1ycnzwa 

Approved by consent.
Action Items
1. Course: AAE /ECON/ENVIR ST 433: Environmental Economics and Policy
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91403 
Reviewers: Masson/Christopherson (Banks/Duah)
Time: 1:00-1:10 

Motion Masson, second Christopherson to defer
Discussion: Suggestion to re-phrase learning outcome 4 for clarity. Not clear why learning outcomes 1-3 were for graduate students only, as it appears graduate students complete the work associated with learning outcomes 1-3. Ensure course schedule includes deadlines for assignments. Not clear why cross-listing with ECON and ENVIR ST is necessary. Clarify with instructor that prerequisites represent adequate preparation for course. Ask if there are opportunities for students to make up the unannounced quizzes. Level designation is reviewed by L&S, not CALS, but answer in Lumen was not very detailed on how course meets Advanced Level designation. 
Vote: 6-0 

2. Course: NUTR SCI 931: Nutrition and Metabolism Program Graduate Seminar
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update to title and add course learning outcomes
URL:  https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=85785 
Reviewers: Li/DiGennaro
Time: 1:10-1:20

Motion Li, second DiGennaro to approve
Discussion: Updates to title make sense. Check with instructor to ensure learning outcome 3 is achievable for all students. Statement on use of artificial intelligence could include more detail.  
Vote: 5-0

3. Course: PL PATH 691: Senior Thesis
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91432 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/Arriaga
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion Schuchardt, second Arriaga to approve with suggestions
Discussion: Ensure syllabus is clear how grading works given this is the first in two course sequence. Include statement on the use of artificial intelligence. Ensure continuity of experience for student in the event an instructor cannot continue with the second semester of the course. 
Vote: 5-0

4. Course: PL PATH 692: Senior Thesis
Proposal Type: New
URL:  https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91433 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Schuchardt
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion Arriaga, second Schuchardt to approve with suggestions
Discussion: Similar feedback to PL PATH 691 given they are a sequence. Ensure syllabus is clear how grading works given this is the first in two course sequence. Include statement on the use of artificial intelligence. Ensure continuity of experience for student in the event an instructor cannot continue with the second semester of the course. Double check that requisite should be consent of instructor. 
Vote: 5-0

Informational and Discussion Items
1. 

Adjourned at 1:46pm
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