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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
April 14, 2026 1:00-2:30pm
Microbial Sciences Building, Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Nan Li (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028), Sebastian I Arriola Apelo (2028)

Student Members Present: Jackson Banks, Thomas Duah

Ex-Officio Members Present: David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette
Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from March 24, 2026 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/74qx7nsi8t4cbcifkbqr896rk5os9sd8 

Approved by consent. 
Action Items
1. Course re-review: PLANTSCI 420: Biology and Management of Weeds and Invasive Plants
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91406 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Masson (Banks)
1:00-1:10

Motion DiGennaro, second Masson to approve
Discussion: Feedback about graduate learning outcome and assessment had been addressed. Ensure institution name is at the top of the syllabus. 
Vote: 6-0

2. REAL EST/AAE/ECON/URB R PL 306: The Real Estate Process
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): Update to course requisite and L&S level and de-crosslist ECON
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=83255 
Time: 1:10-1:20
Reviewers: Schuchardt/Li (Duah)

Motion Schuchardt, second Li to approve
Discussion: Syllabus included all required elements. Credit hour statement had been clarified with School of Business. 
Vote: 6-0

3. Course: C&E SOC/SOC 650: Sociology of Agriculture
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Add graduate attribute and graduate learning outcome and graduate standing as requisite
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=86326 
Reviewers: Arriola Apelo/Li (Duah)
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion Arrioloa Apelo, second Li to approve 
Discussion: Good statement on the use of AI. Ensure clarity for students about assignments for undergraduate students and assignments for graduate students. 
Vote: 6-0

4. Course: C&E SOC/SOC 533: Public Health in Rural & Urban Communities
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update course description, requisites, add graduate attribute, update learning outcomes.
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=86317 
Reviewers: Masson/Arriaga (Banks)
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion Masson, second Arriaga to approve with feedback
Discussion: Attendance policy could be more specific. High number of learning outcomes by syllabus demonstrates how they all are assessed. Clarify with instructor if they feel this many outcomes is necessary and ensure graduate students are not having to do too much work to make this a 4 credit class. 
Vote: 6-0

Informational and Discussion Items
1. 2026-27 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting time
Discussion of meeting times for CALS Curriculum Committee in 2026-27. Committee members were all able to meet from 1:00-2:30 or 2:30-4:00pm on second and fourth Tuesday of the month. Extending to 4:30pm would be difficulty if committee needed to extend meetings again in 2026-27.  
Adjourned at 1:34pm
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