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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
March 24, 2026 1:00-2:30pm
Microbial Sciences Building, Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Nan Li (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028)

Student Members Present: Jackson Banks

Ex-Officio Members Present: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from March 10, 2026 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/plecr5n2yivlds25tkit476ulpzhwk8y 

Approved by consent. 

Action Items
1. Course re-review: GENETICS 652: Genetics and Physiology of Adult Stem Cells
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91357 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/DiGennaro (Duah)
Time 1:00-1:10

Motion Schuchardt, second DiGennaro to approve
Discussion: Learning outcomes had been re-written to better explain difference between undergraduate and graduate outcomes. Credit hour and hours of work per week had been clarified. Course description could be clearer. 
Vote: 3-0-1

2. Course: PL PATH 499: Independent Study in Organic Agriculture
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Updating to a variable credit course
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=14052 
Reviewers: Masson/Li
Time: 1:10-1:20

Motion Masson, second Li to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Committee clarified that it was ok for immersive experience to require a certain number of hours of work separate from the credit hour. Agreement form and student goals are incorporated throughout the syllabus, which could be confusing for students. Could use standard agreement form instead. Penalties for missing assignments and missing deadlines should be added. 
Vote: 3-0-1


3. Course: PLANTSCI 420: Biology and Management of Weeds and Invasive Plants
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91406 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Masson (Banks)
1:20-1:30

Motion DiGennaro, second Masson to defer
Discussion: Syllabus states that graduate students will establish meeting times for journal club after class starts to meet the graduate student learning outcome. Class meeting times must be established before class begins so syllabus should be revised. Instructor may also want to account for possibility there may not be enough graduate students for a journal club. AI statement could be more specific. Ask if students can apply for herbicide application certificate after completing this course. 
Vote: 4-0

4. Course: BIOCHEM 610: Physical Cell Biology: The Forces of Life
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91261 
Reviewers: Li/Schuchardt (Duah)
1:30-1:40

Motion Li, second Schuchardt to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Should confirm that course title reflects course content and readings. Should include statement on the use of AI and more precise range for grading scale. Confirm CGER attribute.
Vote: 4-0

5. Course: PLANTSCI 390: Fruit and Vegetable Crop Science
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91391 
Reviewers: Masson/Li (Banks)
Time: 1:40-1:50

Motion Masson, second Li to approve 
Discussion: Suggestions from committee include deadline for assignments and penalty for late submission. Good statement on use of AI. Ensure contact information for all instructors is included. Clarify if exams are online or in-person. Ensure syllabus has religious observations calendar. 
Vote: 4-0

6. CALS College Requirements
Presenter: Megan Ackerman-Yost
Time: 1:50-2:00
Motion Schuchardt, second Masson to approve the following motion: In support of continued faculty governance and collaboration, the CALS Curriculum Committee approves temporarily adding 6 credits of Humanities breadth and 3 credits of Social Science breadth to the CALS College Requirements. This approval is being made for the transition period to the new university requirements and is contingent upon consistency of updates to other school/college requirements at UW-Madison.  
Discussion: Committee concern about confusion this will cause for students and advisors. Committee concern about schools and colleges faculty governance processes and ability to set their own college requirements. 
Vote: 4-0

Informational and Discussion Items
1. 
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