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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
March 10, 2026 1:00-2:30pm
Microbial Sciences Building, Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Nan Li (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028), Sebastian I Arriola Apelo (2028)

Student Members Present: Jackson Banks

Ex-Officio Members Present: David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from February 24, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/u7ribbil5704lmoc9qt9pv035zaw0iej 

2. Deactivation: AN SCI/DY SCI/GENETICS 951: Seminar in Animal Breeding
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=85272 
Approved by consent. 

Action Items
1. Core General Education Requirement Attributes review of CALS courses
Proposal Type: Change
URL: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/26paqa4wiau3au0z59j00rwopicww7xj 
Reviewers: All committee members review course spreadsheets assigned to them in Box
Time: 1:00-1:40pm
Motion Schuchardt, second DiGennaro to approve CGER attributes for AN SCI and DY SCI
Discussion: Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions. 
Vote: 5-0-1

Motion Schuchardt, second DiGennaro to approve CGER attributes for MICROBIO
Discussion: Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions.
Vote: 6-0

Motion Arriola Apelo, second Schuchardt to approve CGER attributes for PL PATH
Discussion: Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions.
Vote: 4-0-1

Motion Arriola Apelo, second Schuchardt to approve CGER attributes for AGROECOL and PLANTSCI 
Discussion: Clarification that PLANTSCI 110 and 310 have scheduled laboratory sections. Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions.
Vote: 5-0

Motion Masson, second Li to approve CGER attributes for F&W ECOL
Discussion: Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions.
Vote: 6-0

Motion Masson, second Li to approve CGER attributes for FOOD SCI
Discussion: FOOD SCI 511 and 611 have the same title and course description but only 511 was assigned a CGER attribute. Suggest to department that they assign both the NSW CGER attribute and consider discontinuing one of the courses in the future given their similarities and how they are set up for enrollment. FOOD SCI 602: Could be approved for NSWL but no CGER was assigned. Ask department if they want NSWL and committee has approved for NSWL if they do. FOOD SCI 321: Food Laws and Regulations could be SBS. Ask department if FOOD SCI 321 should have SBS attribute.  
Vote: 5-0

Motion Masson, second Arriola Apelo to approve CGER attributes for NUTR SCI
Discussion: Clarification that after conferring, AAE and NUTR SCI are requesting NSW for AAE/NUTR SCI 350. Clarification that after conferring, NUTR SCI and BIOCHEM requesting NSWL for NUTR SCI/BIOCHEM 645. Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions.
Vote: 5-0-1

Motion Arriaga, second Schuchardt to approve CGER attributes for BIOCHEM
Discussion: Clarification that after conferring, NUTR SCI and BIOCHEM requesting NSWL for NUTR SCI/BIOCHEM 645. Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions.
Vote: 6-0

Motion Arriaga, second Schuchardt to approve CGER attributes for BSE with minor suggestions
Discussion: Felt there were thee courses assigned the NSW CGER attribute that could meet MQR instead of NSW. They are BSE 349, 364, and 405. Committee approves MQR or NSW and defers to department decision. Reach out to department to see which CGER attribute most closely aligns with each course. 
Vote: 6-0

Motion Arriaga, second Schuchardt to approve CGER attributes for ENTOM with minor suggestions
Discussion: Ask department if ENTOM 321 should be NSW or NSWL. Justification for NSWL was not very strong. Other courses in subject listing approved for requested CGER attributes. 
Vote: 6-0

Motion Li, second Schuchardt to approve CGER attributes for AAE
Discussion: Clarification that after conferring, AAE and NUTR SCI requesting NSW for AAE/NSW 350. All other courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions.
Vote: 5-0

Motion Li, second Schuchardt to approve CGER attributes for C&E SOC
Discussion: Note that there were many courses with no CGER assigned, but that was because C&E SOC deferring to SOC. Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions.
Vote: 5-0

Motion Li, second Schuchardt to approve CGER attributes for INTER-AG
Discussion: Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions.
Vote: 5-0

Motion DiGennaro, second Arriola Apelo to approve CGER attributes for GENETICS
Discussion: Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions.
Vote: 4-0-1

Motion DiGennaro, second Schuchardt to approve CGER attributes for LSC
Discussion: Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions. Some courses had recommended SBS attribute and had requested H&A attribute, and committee felt the CGER attributes were appropriate in those cases.  
Vote: 4-0-1

Motion DiGennaro, Arriola Apelo to approve CGER attributes for SOIL SCI
Discussion: Courses assigned CGER attributes met CGER definitions.
Vote: 4-0-1

2. Course: GENETICS 652: Genetics and Physiology of Adult Stem Cells
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91357 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/Arriola Apelo (Duah)
Time 1:40-1:50

Motion Schuchardt, second Arriola Apelo to defer
Discussion: For learning outcomes 5-8, suggestion to remove the phrases “at an undergraduate level” and “at a graduate level” and have the learning outcomes themselves reflect the level at which students would achieve these outcomes. Instructor should update the table with information about the number of hours students spend on learning activities to clarify there are not 15 weeks in the semester.
Vote: 5-0-1

3. MATH/BMI/BIOCHEM/BMOLCHEM 609: Mathematical Methods for Systems Biology
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update to requisite to add a course and align with campus standards
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=7342 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Li
Time: 1:50-2:00

Motion Arriaga, second Li to approve
Discussion: Other schools and colleges have approved this update to the requisite. Seems like a reasonable and well vetted change.  
Vote: 6-0

4. Course: DY SCI/AN SCI 414: Ruminant Nutrition & Metabolism
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update course description, requisite, and learning outcomes. 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=2777 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Masson (Banks)
Time: 2:00-2:10

Motion DiGennaro, second Masson to approve
Discussion: Clarification that graduate students do not complete learning outcome 2. Syllabus should make it clear that undergraduate and graduate students enroll in different lab and discussion sections. Syllabus should include information about late assignment policy. 
Vote: 5-0-1

5. Course: GENETICS 335: Genomes in a Modern World (targeted review)
Last approved by CALS CC: 12-12-24
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update to course requisite
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90749 
Reviewers: Arriola Apelo/Li (Duah)
Time: 2:10-2:20

Motion Arriola Apelo, second Li to approve 
Discussion: Ensure syllabus requisite exactly matches Lumen. Committee noted they had provided feedback on this requisite when the course was originally proposed.  
Vote: 5-0-1

6. Course: MICROBIO 657: Bioinformatics for Microbiologists
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update requisite to graduate students only. Update description and learning outcomes. 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=11492 
Reviewers: Masson/Arriaga (Banks)
Time: 2:20-2:30 

Motion Masson, second Arriaga to approve with minor suggestions. 
Discussion: Suggestion to include statement on use AI. Syllabus still refers to undergraduate students in certain sections-ensure this is removed.  Syllabus should better distinguish between final project vs final assignment and clarify students can choose one or the other.  
Vote: 6-0

Informational and Discussion Items

1. Student Evaluation of Teaching Ideas Document
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/sxrxod1ltlg9cnrvsrep1v32496wc5do 

Discussion: Continued discussion about the importance of defining who the instructor is for a course and who is getting evaluated in surveys. Given the range of ways courses are set-up and delivered at UW-Madison, the committee noted that it can be particularly complicated to determine how teaching assistants are involved in instruction and how they get evaluated. Some but not all on the committee felt that there should be something in the policy that indicates units should actually review the data from course evaluations. Others felt this was best determined at the school/college level. Committee would welcome the opportunity to review the policy itself before it gets finalized and would be happy to provide feedback again once the policy has been drafted.
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