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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
February 24, 2026 1:00-3:00pm
Microbial Sciences Building, Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Nan Li (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028), Sebastian I Arriola Apelo (2028)

Student Members Present: Thomas Duah

Ex-Officio Members Present: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from February 10, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/7bfvsnmefdy22yilox189ejxybextqsw 

Approved by consent. 

Informational and Discussion Items

1. Discussion: UW-Madison Course Evaluation Policy
Time: 1:00-1:20pm 
Presenters: Nick Curtis, Ralph Grunewald

Presentation: A campus committee has been created to establish a policy on student evaluation of teaching. This is required by UW-System and UW-Madison currently does not have a policy. Goes along with the implementation of Blue, the new tool for course evaluation at UW-Madison. They hope the policy will provide guidance to campus when issues arise because currently, no policy campus can point to when there are questions or issues with student evaluation of teaching. They do want the policy to be flexible and not prescriptive. The intent of student evaluation of teaching is for instructors to gain feedback from students. Student feedback often subjective so best to think about it as a formative assessment, not a summative assessment. 

Action Items
1. Re-Review: CALS College Requirements
Proposal Type: Change
Reviewers: No need to review
Presenters: Megan Ackerman-Yost and David Wright-Racette
Time 1:20-1:30

Presentation: Re-consideration of college requirements to include Ethnic Studies in college requirements. If we want students to continue to complete this requirement, we should include it in our college requirements. 
Discussion: Committee felt this was a reasonable change. 
Motion Schuchardt, second Li to include Ethnic Studies to CALS college requirements
Vote: 5-0

2. Program: Forestry MS and Forestry PhD
Proposal type: change
Reason (if change): Updates to curriculum
MS: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=641 
PhD: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=759 
Reviewers: Li/Arriaga
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion Li, second Schuchardt to approve with minor suggestions
Discussion: Suggestion to streamline application deadlines for domestic and international students. Clarify course table to include a credit range for certain requirements so students know that courses have different credit totals. For PhD, provide more detail about the Graduate School breadth requirement. Clarification that it is intentional that statistics courses cover a broad range of statistical knowledge and level, which allows students to select one that matches their academic and career goals. Should clarify that students can also take additional statistics courses to count toward their elective requirements. 
Vote: 5-0

3. Program: Wildlife Ecology MS and Wildlife Ecology PhD
Proposal type: change
Reason (if change): Updates to curriculum
MS: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=685 
PhD: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=821 
Reviewers: Arriola Apelo/DiGennaro
Time: 1:40-1:50

Motion Arriola Apelo, second DiGennaro to approve
Discussion: Provide more information about Graduate School breadth requirement. Clarify course table to include a credit range for certain requirements so students know that courses have different credit totals. For next year, program learning outcome 6 could be re-phrased.  
Vote: 5-0

4. Program: Organic Agriculture, Certificate 
Last approval by CALS Curriculum Committee: 2-27-24
Proposal type: change
Reason (if change): Update to admissions requirements
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=1189 
Reviewers: Li/Schuchardt
Time: 1:50-2:00

Motion Li, second Schuchardt to approve 
Discussion: Only change is to remove required courses for admission. Can declare certificate after meeting with advisor. Seems like a reasonable change and in line with what many other certificates on campus do. 
Vote: 4-0-1

5. Course re-review: MICROBIO 812: Bacteriology Career Seminar
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91181 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Arriola Apelo 
Time: 2:00-2:10

Motion Arriola Apelo, second Schuchardt to approve
Discussion: Instructors have addressed committee feedback on assignments and how course meets credit hour. They provided additional reading assignments and due dates. Could include rubric for how assignments are graded. 
Vote: 5-0

6. Course re-review: F&W ECOL 105: Environment, Pollutants, and You
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy the CALS First-Year Seminar requirement
Application Materials and Criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/shxgyl8nxdz0p98m0zql65l8o5mvgjdm 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Li (Duah)
Time: 2:10-2:20

Motion Li, second Schuchardt to defer. Motion Li, second Schuchardt to amend motion to approve
Discussion: Learning outcomes map well to CALS first-year seminar outcomes. Class could provide more resources to navigate college life to meet learning outcome 1, but is sufficient to meet criteria. 
Vote: 5-0


7. Course re-review: SOIL SCI 155: First-Year Seminar in Soil and Environmental Sciences
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy the CALS First-Year Seminar requirement
Application Materials and Criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/lt7mralv36fnc10uge5flw148cvmtceh 
Masson/Arriola Apelo (Banks)
Time: 2:20-2:30

Motion Masson, second Arriola Apelo to approve 
Discussion: Updated information on how learning outcomes map to course requirements very helpful. Instructor provided extensive information about how presentations for group assignments and presentations work. Class size may make it harder for instructor to meet with all students, but instructor addressed this and course meets CALS First-Year Seminar criteria. 
Vote: 5-0

8. Course re-review: BIOCHEM 307: UW-Madison Introduction to Biological Sciences Research in Japan
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy CALS International Comparisons requirement 
Application Materials and Criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/c0l99dw3v2dnmvcx2x2785tmi9tsj1cr 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Schuchardt
Time: 2:30-2:40

Motion DiGennaro, second Schuchardt to approve 
Discussion: Syllabus that was provided goes into high level of detail about how international comparisons are happening and how students will do this. Required readings also helped reflect this. 
Vote: 5-0

9. Course: PLANTSCI/BOTANY/ZOOLOGY 830: Ecosystem Simulation Modeling
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91132 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/Masson (Banks)
Time: 2:40-2:50 

Motion Schuchardt, second Masson to approve 
Discussion: Has been taught previously as a topics course. Would be helpful to provide more information about participation grade. Good statement on use of AI.  Could clarify what happens if students need to miss class. 
Vote: 4-0

Li departed at 2:32

10. Course: MICROBIO 430: Microbial Pathogens
Proposal type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91320 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Masson (Duah)
Time: 2:50-3:00

Motion DiGennaro, second Masson to approve
Discussion: Has been taught under a different number previously and that course was discontinued. Could use statement on use of AI and rubric for graduate student specific assignment. Should specify if exams are online or in-person.
Vote: 4-0
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