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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
January 27, 2026 1:00-3:00pm
Microbial Sciences Building, Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Nan Li (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028), Sebastian I Arriola Apelo (2028)

Student Members Present: Jackson Banks, Thomas Duah

Ex-Officio Members Present: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette
Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from January 13, 2025 and Jan 14, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meetings
January 13: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/ff4797dsvnl7a7z5ob6svzn3ozje722s 
January 14: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/igvem6z2qr28apia0g8dzfsqngudqsmd 

2. Deactivation: AN SCI 363: Principles of Animal Breeding
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=425 

3. Deactivations: Farm and Industry Short Course (FISC) Deactivations
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseleaf/approve/?role=FISC%20Subject%20Approver 

Approved by consent. 

Action Items
1. Program: Animal and Veterinary Biosciences, BS
Proposal type: change
Reason (if change): Updates to curriculum
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=1412 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Masson 
Time: 1:00-1:20
Presenter: Sara Gragg

Presentation: Updates to core of the curriculum. Currently, core is composed of 5 courses covering different aspects of animal and veterinary biosciences. This update creates 4 categories (Animal Genetics, Animal Anatomy and Physiology, Animal Nutrition and Growth, and Animal Health and Welfare) and students must choose one course to complete from each category. Multiple courses are listed in each category to allow students to choose courses that align with their interests and career paths. 
Motion Arriaga, second Masson to defer. Motion Arriaga, second Masson to amend motion to approve with suggestions.
Discussion: This change may require more advising to help students select courses from core. Discussion of how students will select courses from the core and  how that is communicated to students. Department should consider short and long term impacts of this change on advising and have a plan for continuity in advising. Assessment plan and methods could use more detail. Suggestion to define criteria for these methods and use rubrics to ensure consistent assessment across the plan. 
Vote: 5-0-1

2. Program: Agricultural and Applied Economics, PhD
Proposal type: change
Reason (if change): Updates to curriculum
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=715 
Reviewers: Li/DiGennaro 
Presenter: Corbett Grainger
Time: 1:20-1:40

Presentation: Update to major field of study and research sections of curriculum. The major field of study currently requires students to complete 3 courses for 9 credits. This change would require students to complete 2 courses for 6 credits in the major field of study. Several years ago the department changed the major field of study from 2 courses to 3 courses and now are changing it back. The other change is to require students to complete AAE 780 and 781 to support them in the research and dissertation process early on in their careers. Students will take these courses as a cohort to help build community in program. 
Motion Li, second DiGennaro to approve 
Discussion: Discussion of whether or not students will receive adequate preparation and coursework in major field category. Discussion of course enrollment minima policy and potential impact of this change on major field course enrollments. Committee suggested department consider minor tweaks to learning outcome phrasing in the future. 
Vote: 6-0

3. Course re-review: NUTR SCI 662: Advanced Community Nutrition
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update to course number. Adds learning outcomes. 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=88961 
Reviewers: Li/Arriola Apelo
Time: 1:40-1:50 

Motion Li, second Arriola Apelo to approve with suggestions 
Discussion: Learning outcome that committee had questions about has been removed. Instructor could consider adding a learning outcome about applying principles of community nutrition. 
Vote: 5-0-1

4. Course: AN SCI 415: Application of Monogastric Nutrition Principles
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): Update to credit totals, description, learning outcomes, and requisites and accompanies change to Animal and Veterinary Biosciences, BS curriculum
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=432 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Li (Duah)
Time: 1:50-2:00

Motion Arriaga, second Li to approve with suggestions
Discussion: Ensure syllabus is clear on which learning outcomes apply to undergraduate students, which apply to graduate students, and which apply to both. Learning outcome phrasing could be updated to be focused on outcomes rather than activities. Discussion of graduate student enrollment and need for statistics preparation. 
Vote: 5-0-1

5. Course re-review: ENTOM/ENVIR ST 205: Our Planet, Our Health
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy CALS International Comparisons requirement 
Application Materials and Criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/i2rhzia7xqqm2biikpy82t35puhx17r0 
Reviewers: Masson/Schuchardt
Time: 2:00-2:15

Motion Masson, second Schuchardt to approve
Discussion: Instructor provided additional information about how course meets non U.S. content and the table outlining percentages of non-U.S. content was helpful. 
Vote: 6-0

6. Course: BIOCHEM 307: UW-Madison Introduction to Biological Sciences Research in Japan
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91205 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/DiGennaro (Duah)
Time: 2:15-2:25

Motion Masson, second Schuchardt to defer
Discussion: Not clear how course content meets learning outcomes 3 and 5. Syllabus should be updated to show how those outcomes are assessed and what activities students do to meet those outcomes.  
Vote: 

7. Course: BIOCHEM 307: UW-Madison Introduction to Biological Sciences Research in Japan
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy CALS International Comparisons requirement 
Application Materials and Criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/stlrmoq38nigxfc96xmlib27qs2003al 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Schuchardt
Time: 2:25-2:40

Motion DiGennaro, second Schuchardt to defer 
Discussion: Not clear if course includes substantial international comparative content or how students will analyze complex international challenges. Required readings do not seem to address comparative content. 
Vote: 6-0

8. Course: AAE 220: Food Business Consulting
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91305 
Reviewers: Masson/Arriola Apelo (Banks)
2:40-2:50

Motion Masson, second Arriola Apelo to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Update Lumen proposal if no final exam timeslot needed. Instructor should provide additional information about how peer grading will work. Syllabus should ensure clear deadlines for assignments. Instructor should ensure transportation for client visits is not unduly burdensome for students. Could use statement on use of AI. When course is taught rubrics for assignments that count toward a high percentage of grade would be useful. Ensure Nutritional Sciences department is aware of this proposal. 
Vote: 5-0

9. Course: MICROBIO 812: Bacteriology Career Seminar
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91181 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Arriola Apelo (Banks)
2:50-3:00

Motion Arriaga, second Arriola Apelo to defer
Discussion: Not clear what work students do outside of class to meet the credit hour. Grading and deadlines are not clear. Should include statement on the use of AI. Instructor should consider a late assignment submission policy and clarifying what happens if students cannot attend class. 
Vote: 5-0
Informational and Discussion Items
1. Program Discontinuation: Environmental Remediation and Management, MS 
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=1038 
Discussion: The CALS APC will consider the discontinuation of the Environmental Remediation and Management, MS  program at their February 3, 2026 meeting. 

2. Preparation for review of the Mauer, Spitzer, and WALSAA Awards
Discussion: The committee will review nominations for these awards at their February 10, 2026 meeting. Nomination materials will be sent to committee members soon to give them more time to review. 
Nan Li departed at 2:34

Adjourned at 2:57
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