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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
February 10, 2026 1:00-3:00pm
Microbial Sciences Building, Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028), Sebastian I Arriola Apelo (2028)

Student Members Present:  

Ex-Officio Members Present: Jeri Barak, Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette
Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from January 27, 2026 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/pfmcljenltpgcwjhxp6woid3jxbs0zle 

2. Deactivation: Farm and Industry Short Course (FISC) subject listing
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/miscadmin/?key=332 

Approved by consent. 
Action Items
1. CALS College Requirements
Proposal Type: Change
Link: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/7lkqy479afolehofef8jtwl8t3pop58s 
Reviewers: All committee members please review
Time 1:00-1:15
Presenter: Jeri Barak, CALS Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Presentation: Proposal to update CALS college requirements comes from CALS Academic Planning Council as a recommendation to CALS Curriculum Committee. CALS CC is the committee that votes to approve. CALS is considering updates to college requirements to ensure incoming students meet standards that CALS feels all graduates of the college should have. Proposal would require all CALS students complete Comm-A, Comm-B, QR-A, QR-B. Discussion of what other schools and colleges are considering. CALS plans to consider updates again in fall 2026 that would be effective all 2027.  
Motion: Motion Schuchardt to approve, second Arriaga
Vote: 5-0

Motion Schuchardt, second Arriaga to move to closed session
Vote: 5-0

2. Maurer Extra Mile Award
Reviewers: Schuchardt, Masson, DiGennaro, Arriola Apelo
1:15-1:30

3. Spitzer Teaching Award
Reviewers: Arriaga, Li, Masson, Arriola Apelo
1:30-1:45

4. WALSAA Outstanding Advisor Award
Reviewers: Schuchardt, Arriaga, Li, DiGennaro (Banks/Duah)
1:45-2:00

Motion Schuchardt, second Arriaga to move out of closed session
Vote: 5-0

5. Course re-review: F&W ECOL 105: Environment, Pollutants, and You
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91241 
Reviewers: Li/Arriaga (Banks)
Time: 2:00-2:10

Motion Arriaga, second Schuchardt to approve
Discussion: This is a re-review. The committee had asked for updates to the syllabus including clear due dates, rubrics, etc. Feel the course proposal is now in good shape. 
Vote: 5-0

6. Course re-review: F&W ECOL 105: Environment, Pollutants, and You
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy the CALS First-Year Seminar requirement
Application Materials and Criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/tqln6fns0kqhn51o19da8zfp40rgdxb7 
Time: 2:10-2:20
Reviewers: Arriaga/Li

Motion Arriaga, second Schuchardt to defer
Discussion: This is a re-review. Committee wants to ensure learning outcome one is met. Not clear currently, and learning outcome one is a requirement of all CALS first-year seminar courses. Syllabus should clarify how this outcome is met. 
Vote: 5-0

7. Course: SOIL SCI 155: First-Year Seminar in Soil and Environmental Sciences
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91111 
Reviewers: Masson/Arriola Apelo (Duah)
Time: 2:20-2:30

Motion Masson, second Arriola Apelo to approve
Discussion: This is a re-review. Committee had asked for additional information showing connection between learning assignments and outcomes and how group work functions-how are groups assigned, facilitated, how is group work assessed etc. Feel this has been addressed.  
Vote: 4-0-1

8. Course re-review: SOIL SCI 155: First-Year Seminar in Soil and Environmental Sciences
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy the CALS First-Year Seminar requirement
Application Materials and Criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/4z8v6gep0ybptkik4ptks09sons3vga8 
Masson/Arriola Apelo
Time: 2:30-2:40

Motion Masson, second Arriola Apelo to defer 
Discussion: This is a re-review. Most other concerns addressed. However, given size of course, it would be helpful to have more information about how the instructor will facilitate opportunities for interaction with classmates and how it will offer opportunities to develop positive relationships with peers. Clarification provided that many first-year seminars in CALS have more than 25 students. 
Vote: 4-0-1

9. Course re-review: BIOCHEM 307: UW-Madison Introduction to Biological Sciences Research in Japan
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91205 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/DiGennaro 
Time: 2:40-2:50

Motion Schuchardt, second DiGennaro to approve
Discussion: This is a re-review. Instructor had updated syllabus to ensure all course learning outcomes will be met, which was main concern on prior review. 
Vote: 5-0

10. Course re-review: BIOCHEM 307: UW-Madison Introduction to Biological Sciences Research in Japan
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy CALS International Comparisons requirement 
Application Materials and Criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/fef0e7puokr97b4ib30z0lm6kv8sx57t 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Schuchardt
Time: 2:50-3:00

Motion Digennaro, second Schuchardt to defer
Discussion: Main question from committee was whether or not the course includes substantial comparative content. From course schedule and readings, not clear what content is comparative and what is not. 
Vote: 5-0

Informational and Discussion Items
1. 
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