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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
January 14, 2026 10:00-11:30am
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/93125275266 

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Nan Li (2027), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028), Sebastian I Arriola Apelo (2028)

Student Members Present: 

Ex-Officio Members: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette

Consent Agenda
1. Course change: NUTR SCI 663: Advanced Sports Nutrition
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=13527 

Approved by consent. 
Action Items
1. Course: AN SCI 361: Breeding and Genetics of Livestock Companion Animals
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): AN SCI 363 is being discontinued. Content from AN SCI 363 is moving to AN SCI 361 and 362. Change updates course title, learning outcomes, description, and credits accordingly. 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=423 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/DiGennaro
Time: 10:00-10:10

Motion Schuchardt, second DiGennaro to approve
Discussion: Course syllabus should include statement on use of AI. Learning outcomes are fairly specific but no concerns. A grading rubric would be helpful for the graduate paper and further description of that paper would be useful for students. 
Vote: 5-0-1

2. Course: AN SCI 362: Veterinary Genetics
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): AN SCI 363 is being discontinued. Content from AN SCI 363 is moving to AN SCI 361 and 362. Change updates course requisite, learning outcomes, description, and credits accordingly.
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=424 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Schuchardt
Time: 10:10-10:20

Motion Christopherson, second Schuchardt to defer. Motion Christopherson, second Schuchardt to amend motion to approve with minor changes. 
Discussion: Add end time for class meeting pattern. Include statement on the use of AI.  Meeting time should be clarified. Assignments specific to graduate students could be more detailed. Course does meet the policy, but consider re-wording credit hour statement for clarity and confirm credit hours with instructor. 
Vote: 5-0-1

3. Program: Genetics MS and PhD
Proposal type: change
[bookmark: _Hlk218671524]Reason (if change): Updates to curriculum
URL: Genetics, MS: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=642 
Genetics, PhD: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=761
Reviewers: Li/Arriaga
Time: 10:20-10:40
Presenter: Nicole Perna

Presentation: Department has been working on curricular changes for a few years. Updated learning outcomes and assessment plan last year and are updating curriculum this year. Created their own responsible conduct of research course. Reorganized some other course content to better support students through transition to graduate school as well as with starting their research. 
Motion Li, second Arriaga to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Department should consider if they want to require all students to take GENETICS 705. Consider alternative phrasing in Guide for the optional GENETICS 705 course. 
Vote: 5-0-1

4. Course: SOIL SCI 333: Environmental Hydrology
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91302 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Arriola Apelo (Banks)
Time: 10:40-10:50

Motion Digennaro, second Arriola Apelo to approve
Discussion: Additional description of how class participation works would be useful. Confirm with department that current requisite will prepare students to be successful in this course, especially the quantitative components.  
Vote: 5-0-1

5. Course: NUTR SCI 379: Introduction to Epidemiology
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): Update to course requisite to require statistics background. Minor updates to align course description and learning outcomes with campus guidance. 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=12981 
Reviewers: Masson/Christopherson 
Time: 10:50-11:00

Motion Masson, second Christopherson to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Additional description of how recorded lectures work should be included. Should also include a statement on the use of AI.  
Vote: 5-0-1

6. Course: SOIL SCI 155: First-Year Seminar in Soil and Environmental Sciences
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91111 
Reviewers: Masson/Arriola Apelo (Duah) to defer
Time: 11:00-11:10 

Motion Masson, second Arriola Apelo to defer
Discussion: Syllabus should be updated to provide more information about connection between assignments and learning outcomes. More information needed about how some course activities work, especially the student presentations, group work, and how groups are assigned. Given that enrollment is 60, to meet the CALS first-year seminar requirement, more information is needed about how students will regularly interact with each other and the instructor. 
Vote: 5-0-1

7. Course: NUTR SCI 660: Human Energy Metabolism
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): Update to course number. Update to course description to align with campus guidance on course description. Adds learning outcomes.
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=88940 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Arriola Apelo
Time: 11:10-11:15 

Motion Arriaga, second Arriola Apelo to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Suggest updates to course description and include additional information about course content. Final assignment is a large percentage of the grade and could be split up. Fix typo in credit hour statement. Should include statement on the use of AI. Consider changing deadlines for some assignments if instructor is not available to answer questions on the weekend. 
Vote: 5-0-1

8. Course: NUTR SCI 661: Micronutrients: Human Physiology and Disease
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update to course number. Update to course description to align with campus guidelines on course description. Adds learning outcomes. 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=88959 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Masson
Time: 11:15-11:20

Motion DiGennaro, second Masson to approve
Discussion: Should include statement on the use of AI. Learning outcome 5 could be rephrased for clarity.  Syllabus did a good job connecting learning outcomes to course activities.  
Vote: 5-0-1

9. Course: NUTR SCI 662: Advanced Community Nutrition
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update to course number. Adds learning outcomes. 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=88961 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Li
Time: 11:20-11:25

Motion Christopherson, second Li to approve with suggestions. 
Discussion: Syllabus should be updated to state that course is online and asynchronous. Should include a statement on the use of AI. Not clear to committee how learning outcome 4 works, how it is assessed, and how students will achieve this outcome. Question about the ACEND competencies listed in the course, which are part of the program’s accreditation.  
Vote: 5-0-1

Informational and Discussion Items
1. 
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