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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
December 9, 2025, 1:00-2:30 PM
Microbial Sciences Building Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Nan Li (2027), Anna Pidgeon (December 2025), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028)

Student Members Present: Jackson Banks, Thomas Duah

Ex-Officio Members Present: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from November 25, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/xmuj8meclv7w20ss5ogrnh7hyjwje9zm 

2. Deactivation: PLANTSCI 376: Tropical Horticultural Systems
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=5571 

3. Study abroad equivalency change: GENETICS 528: Banking Animal Biodiversity: International Field Study in Costa Rica
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=11738 

4. Study abroad equivalency change: PLANTSCI 378: Tropical Horticultural Systems International Field Study
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=88890 

Approved by consent. 

Action Items
1. Course re-review: GENETICS 805: Professional Development and Responsible Conduct of Genetics Research 
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91102 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Pidgeon 
Time: 1:00-1:10

Motion Arriaga, second Pidgeon to approve
Discussion: Instructors addressed committee feedback with updated course title and grading rubrics and proposal is in good shape. 
Vote: 5-0-1

2. Course re-review: GENETICS 707: Frontiers in Genetics Research
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): Course overhaul including updates to title, description, requisites, credits, and learning outcomes
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=7447 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/DiGennaro
Time: 1:10-1:20

Motion Schuchardt, second DiGennaro to approve
Discussion: Instructors addressed committee feedback with additional information about participation grade and description of assessments. Assignments updated slightly to ensure credit hour is met. Ask instructors if and how students will be able to make up absences. 
Vote: 5-0-1

3. Course re-review: ENTOM/ENVIR ST 205: Our Planet, Our Health 
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy CALS International Comparisons requirement 
CALS International Comparisons course criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/rmuawxd1wvcxlth1z3azsztt7lr6227c 
Syllabus, assignments, and assessments: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/rf9021l3f3xulevdyaay25yvitedi4hw 
Application: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/r84q6yma69dxtj81tnlwt86vf1qfq242 
Reviewers: Masson/Pidgeon (All committee members please review as well)
Time: 1:20-1:40

Motion Masson, second Pidgeon move to defer
[bookmark: _Hlk216186901][bookmark: _Hlk217305655]Discussion: It was unclear to the committee if course meets the criterion of the CALS International Comparisons requirement: “Include substantial non-U.S. content (typically >50% of course material, assignments, or grading).” Although the instructor had provided updated information highlighting international content, it was difficult to determine if over half of the content was internationally focused. Several of the discussion topics still included a significant amount of U.S. content. The structure of the course seems to be built on starting with a local focus and then moves more globally, but the descriptions of some of the topics seemed to indicate that the international content would not be a focus or was optional. 
Vote: 6-0


4. [bookmark: _Hlk216184319]Course: C&E SOC 290: Activating Ecological Society
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91144 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Arriaga (Duah)
Time: 1:40-1:50

Motion Christopherson, second Arriaga to defer
Discussion: Learning outcome phrasing may be difficult for students to grasp given course is an elementary level course. Suggest rephrasing in more plain language. Not clear if all learning outcomes are assessed. Should ask instructor for clarification about this. Suggestion to include statement on use of artificial intelligence. Ask if and how students can make up participation grade if they miss class. 
Vote: 5-0


5. Course: C&E SOC 499: Independent Study in Engaged Sociology
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91215 
Reviewers: Masson/Schuchardt
Time: 1:50-2:00

Motion Masson, second Schuchardt move to approve with suggestions
Discussion: Student-instructor agreement form should include a section on when and how the student and instructor will meet throughout the independent study. Ask instructor if they would like to include a learning outcome about communication. 
Vote: 5-0-0


6. Course: C&E SOC 200: Sociological Research Methods for Change
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91219 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Christopherson (Banks)
Time: 2:00-2:10 

Motion DiGennaro, second Christopherson to approve
Discussion: Participation rubric could use edits to improve clarity and differentiation between points awarded for different levels of participation. Suggestion to include information about what happens if students miss class. 
Vote: 6-0-0


7. Course: GENETICS 708: Methods and Logic in Genetic Analysis
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): Updates to description, requisites, and learning outcomes
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=7448 
Reviewers: Pidgeon/Arriaga
Time: 2:10-2:20

Motion Pidgeon, second Arriaga move to approve
Discussion: Participation grade is a large percentage of final grade so rubric should provide plenty of detail. Written presentation assignment could be described further. 
Vote: 4-0-1


Informational and Discussion Items
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