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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
January 13, 2026 1:00-2:30 PM
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/97417853672 

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Nan Li (2027), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028), Sebastian I Arriola Apelo (2028) 

Student Members Present: 

Ex-Officio Members Present: David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from December 9, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/6jau9z6ikju7v28toq9oaz91wq2s5zbg 

2. De-crosslist: MICROBIO/AN SCI/BOTANY 335: The Microbiome of Plants, Animals and Humans
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=11443 

3. De-crosslist: F&W ECOL/AN SCI/ZOOLOGY 520: Ornithology
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=448 

4. De-crosslist: F&W ECOL/AN SCI/ZOOLOGY 521: Birds of Southern Wisconsin
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=449 

5. Deactivation: AN SCI 431: Beef Cattle Production
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=434 

6. Deactivation: AN SCI 432: Swine Production
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=435 

7. Course change: INTER-AG 175: WISE Seminar
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=87813 

Approved by consent. 

Action Items
1. Program: Community and Environmental Sociology, BS
Proposal type: Change
Reason (if change): Update to curriculum, learning outcomes, and assessment plan
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=52 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/DiGennaro
Time: 1:00-1:20
Presenter: Nan Enstad

Presentation: Department has been working on curricular update for about two years. Last significant revision to the curriculum was in 2009. Based on department strategic planning and review of curriculum, they want to ensure all students are getting training on how to do engaged and applied work. Updates to curriculum include the addition of a core methods course, a statistics course, updated electives to be breadth and depth rather than community set and environmental set, and added applied learning course. Learning outcomes and assessment plan also have been updated. 
Motion Schuchardt, second DiGennaro to approve
Discussion: Committee felt changes were well thought out. Question about enough faculty capacity to teach independent study applied learning course was addressed in C&E SOC 499 course proposal. Department should consider how they will share information about courses students should take in breadth and depth. They should also consider a 3-year alumni survey to support assessment plan and to see if new curriculum is working. Department could investigate methods to compare their program to others nationally. 
Vote: 6-0

2. Course re-review: Course: C&E SOC 290: Activating Ecological Society
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91144 
Additional information from instructor based on committee feedback: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/bt69b5yiwfu655oooe5a1igft1r4t33q 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Schuchardt
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion Christopherson, second Schuchardt to approve
Discussion: Instructor made updates to description and learning outcomes, added AI statement, and tweaked participation rubric. Would be helpful if they had examples of assignments students are doing so committee and students can better understand course.  
Vote: 6-0


3. Course: NUTR SCI 675: Nutraceuticals for Healthcare Professionals
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update to requisites and course learning outcomes. 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=89481 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Masson
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion DiGennaro, second Masson to approve 
Discussion: No issues and participation rubric was a good example other instructors could use. 
Vote: 5-0-1

4. [bookmark: _Hlk219206436]Course: F&W ECOL 105: Environment, Pollutants, and You
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91241 
Reviewers: Masson/Arriola Apelo (Duah)
Time: 1:40-1:50

Motion Masson, second Arriola Apelo to defer
Discussion: Not clear to committee if the course meets all criteria for CALS first-year seminar courses, especially for helping students transition to college and clear communication in the syllabus. The syllabus should be updated to provide more clarity on grading, due dates, instructor contact information, and ensuring all learning outcomes are met, especially those specific to the CALS first-year seminar requirement. Syllabus should include a participation rubric as well. 
Vote: 6-0

5. Course: PLANTSCI/AGROECOL 100: First-Year Seminar in Agroecology and Plant Science
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91200 
Reviewers: Li/Arriola Apelo (Banks)
Time: 1:50-2:00

Motion Li, second Arriola Apelo to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Overall a well-designed course.  Suggestion to allow students to interview other people besides faculty and staff. Department could consider inviting other folks from campus to lecture to help meet the communication learning outcome. May want to consider updating weights of rubric so it is not so heavily weighted toward writing mechanics. Could consider having students submit a draft of their final paper for feedback to help them improve writing skills.   
Vote: 6-0

6. Course: PLANTSCI/AGROECOL 100: First-Year Seminar in Agroecology and Plant Science
Proposal Type: Application to satisfy the CALS First-Year Seminar requirement
Application materials: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/d3qsolrrzi1b9g6mc3ueawz57s2r80q6  
Reviewers: Christopherson/Li
Time: 2:00-2:20

Motion Christopherson, second Li to approve
Discussion: Committee felt course met all criteria. 
Vote: 6-0
Informational and Discussion Items

Adjourned at 2:04
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