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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
November 25, 2025, 1:00-2:30 PM
Microbial Sciences Building Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Anna Pidgeon (December 2025), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028)

Student Members Present: Thomas Duah

Ex-Officio Members Present: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette
Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from November 11, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/sh1c3vq5ic6i0rwuusk2mj8x0hlrw54u 

2. F&W ECOL Course Learning Outcomes Expedited Project
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/jgr3iyhoaewc1etr6c4lmq8y9tt3hj3g 
Approved by consent. 

Action Items

1. Course re-review: GENETICS 705: Foundations of Genetics Research
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91158 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Christopherson
Time: 1:00-1:10
Motion DiGennaro, second Christopherson to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Suggestions to include policy on use of artificial intelligence and provide more clarity in the participation rubric. 
Vote: 5-0-1

2. Course: AGROECOL/ILS/RELIG ST 304: Plants and Religion
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy CALS International Comparisons requirement 
CALS International Comparisons course criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/djlbnkndtzifumlijejb9zjzr0z1oi18 
Syllabus: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/9s84d353994k9om8r6f5uavkc1q6atij 
Application: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/amsmszgsolnawnh83cq8buciylimkh6d 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Arriaga (All committee members please review as well)
Time: 1:10-1:30

Motion Christopherson, second Arriaga to defer 
Discussion: Not clear if course met learning outcome about analyzing complex international challenges or how it was related to themes of the CALS International Comparisons requirement. It was also not clear if the course drew on scientific perspectives and if students engaged with primary scientific literature. More information needed to clarify if students in course will compare and contrast global issues. Course learning outcomes and content may need to be updated for course to meet this requirement. 
Vote: 6-0

3. Course: BIOCHEM/NUTR SCI 560: Principles of Human Disease and Biotechnology
Proposal Type: Change 
Reason (if change): Update prerequisite.
Last approved: CALS Curriculum Committee approved changes to this course on 9.12.23. Eligible for targeted review. 
URL:  https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=1128 
Reviewers: Pidgeon/Masson (Banks)
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion Pidgeon, second Masson to approve
Discussion: Update syllabus to ensure problem sets in grading section match problem sets in weekly schedule. 
Vote: 5-0-1

4. Course: GENETICS 805: Responsible Conduct of Genetics Research 
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91102 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Pidgeon (Duah)
Time: 1:40-1:50

Motion Arriaga, second Pidgeon to defer 
Discussion: Course title should reflect course descriptions and learning outcomes given course also focuses on professional development. More information about the grading criteria and participation rubric needed to understand proof of concept for course. 
Vote: 5-0-1

5. Course: GENETICS 707: Frontiers in Genetics Research
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): Course overhaul including updates to title, description, requisites, credits, and learning outcomes
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=7447 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/DiGennaro
Time: 1:50-2:00

Motion Schuchardt, second DiGennaro to approve. Motion Schuchardt, second DiGennaro to amend the motion to defer
Discussion: More information needed about outside class activities to ensure course meets credit hour requirement. Additional information needed about participation grade and rubric. Not clear if all learning outcomes are assessed. 
Vote: 5-0-1 
Informational and Discussion Items

1. Program name change to one of the named options in the Biological Systems Engineering, BS 
· Current: Biological Systems Engineering: Natural Resources and Environmental Engineering
· Proposed: Biological Systems Engineering: Ecological and Environmental Engineering
· https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=708 
Discussion: CALS Academic Planning Council should consider if and how new name is reflected in the curriculum. 
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