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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
October 28, 2025, 1:00-2:30 PM
Microbial Sciences Building Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028)

Student Members Present: Jackson Banks, Thomas Duah

Ex-Officio Members Present: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from October 14, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/sqtu6mxz3t4vc6yimz5tw5ygdx9w91kq 

2. De-crosslist: F&W ECOL/ZOOLOGY/AGROECOL/ATM OCN 953/BOTANY/ENTOM/ENVIR ST/GEOG 953: Introduction to Ecology Research at UW-Madison
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=88371

3. PL PATH Course Learning Outcomes Expedited Project
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/9bp65fdmysmcx9qsk1bgj23s1ulf72rd 

Approved by consent

Action Items

1. Course: AAE 781: Applied Economics Research and Writing Colloquium 
Proposal Type: New
URL:  https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90947
Reviewers: Schuchardt/Masson
Time: 1:00-1:10

Motion Shuchardt, second Masson to approve
Discussion: Clarify grading structure of course and add information about use of AI. Remove non-relevant information about exam proctoring software. 
Vote: 5-0

2. Course: NUTR SCI 642: Applications in Clinical Nutrition II
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Updates to requisites and course learning outcomes
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=13197 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Christopherson (Duah)
Time: 1:10-1:20

Motion Arriaga, second Christopherson to approve. 
Discussion: Learning outcome 6 somewhat redundant, but clarification provided that it is required for accreditation. 
Vote: 4-0-1


3. Course: GENETICS 807: Quantitative Research and Rigor in Genetics
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91100 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Schuchardt
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion DiGennaro, second Schuchardt to approve 
Discussion: Participation rubric could be clarified. 
Vote: 4-0-1


Informational and Discussion Items
1. CALS International Studies requirement discussion continued (all committee members please review)
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kj77__ZAoFIuAT-Q_nhq2N38OysC38A9QRXfbDc6jO4/edit?tab=t.0 
1:40-2:30
Discussion: Background information on history of requirement provided to committee. Overall, International Comparisons name seems like the best option. Suggestion to update the fourth criterion to read “extensive discussion of at least two geographically or culturally distinct countries or regions outside the U.S.” or something similar. Discussion of how to measure learning outcome 2. Discussion of updates to phrasing of learning outcome 3 to include more audiences. Clarification that some of this  requirement language will go into Guide while other requirement language will be used for the application. 

Adjourned at 2:34pm
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