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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
November 11, 2025, 1:00-2:30 PM
Microbial Sciences Building Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Anna Pidgeon (December 2025), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028)

Student Members Present: Jackson Banks, Thomas Duah

Ex-Officio Members Present: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from October 28, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/g5daah6vs84r9w6chl5uu0qews9jzjli 

2. De-crosslist: ZOOLOGY/ BOTANY/ F&W ECOL 460: General Ecology
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=83001 

3. De-crosslist: ZOOLOGY/ BOTANY/ F&W ECOL 672: Historical Ecology
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=88518 

4. ENTOM Course Learning Outcomes Expedited Project
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/hznqozeeb4gwh6c3sdle2fn8z9uxsz4q 

Approved by consent. 
Action Items

1. Course: GENETICS 701: Advanced Genetics
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Updates to course description, credit total, and adding learning outcomes
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=4702 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Arriaga
Time: 1:00-1:10

Motion Christopherson, second Arriaga to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Suggestion to update syllabus to clarify how participation rubric works if students miss class. Suggestion to include policy on AI use. Provide clarification on how grading works and include associated points for assignments. 
Vote: 5-0-1

2. Course: GENETICS 705: Foundations of Genetics Research
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91158 
Reviewers: DiGennaro/Christopherson
Time: 1:10-1:20

Motion DiGennaro, second Christopherson to defer
Discussion: Need for this course was not clear based on course rationale and potential overlap with other courses in the GENETICS subject listing. Additional suggestions to update participation rubric to provide more specificity, update course description to clarify course activities, include a statement on the use of AI, update phrasing of learning outcome 2, and provide more information about written course assignments. 
Vote: 5-0-1

3. Course: AAE 337: Data Visualization for Agricultural and Life Sciences
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91078 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Masson (Banks)
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion Arriaga, second Masson to approve. 
Discussion: Suggestion to update use of AI statement for clarity and provide clarification on when students should be working on assignments that span multiple weeks. 
Vote: 6-0

4. Course: PL PATH 155: Food Frontlines: Security, Sustainability, and Survival
Proposal Type: New
URL:  https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91084 
Reviewers: Pidgeon/Schuchardt (Duah)
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion Pidgeon, second Schuchardt to approve
Discussion: Suggestion to update learning outcome 2 so it is applicable to more situations. Suggestion to include statement on use of AI. Participation rubric could be clarified.  
Vote: 5-0-1

5. Course re-review: ENTOM/ENVIR ST 205 
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy CALS International Studies requirement 
CALS International Studies course criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/inigvq25ffdfvjrer7sgcugu07ghzgn1 
Syllabus: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/jx6v38r0l882y6tvc5m913aiglxukb38 
Application: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/eva50sbq2oeutb4m0t3lhgjho0zrzayj 
Reviewers: Masson/Pidgeon (All committee members please review as well)
Time: 1:40-2:00

Motion Masson, second Pidgeon to defer
Discussion: Update to application clarified how students would meet first learning outcome. Still not clear to the committee if course content is over 50% non-U.S. focused content. Discussion topics had been updated but was not clear if they were internationally focused or not. 
Vote: 6-0

6. CALS International Comparisons requirement 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZuqMKIYvxymDzIYQwOq0vjp7vJfROxDGw9xKpB3yUJA/edit?tab=t.0 
Schuchardt/DiGennaro (All committee members please review as well)
2:00-2:20

Motion Schuchardt, second DiGennaro to approve 
Discussion: Discussion of phrasing for learning outcomes 2 and 3 to ensure clarity and measurability. 
Vote: 6-0

Informational and Discussion Items
1. General Education requirements discussion
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/j81xjpnj0wzojddjqk5qo4uzkrmrg5x4 

Discussion: These were not discussed due to lack of time. 

Adjourned at: 2:32
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