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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
September 23, 2025, 1:00-2:30 PM
Microbial Sciences Building Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Anna Pidgeon (December 2025), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Francisco Arriaga (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028)

Student Members Present: Thomas Duah

Ex-Officio Members Present: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette
Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from September 9, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting

Approved by consent. 
Action Items
1. Course re-review: AAE 336: Economic Analysis Using Spreadsheets
Proposal Type: New 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90969 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Christopherson (Duah)
Time: 1:00-1:10

Motion Arriaga, second Christopherson to approve
Discussion: Committee feedback from previous review of course had been addressed. Refer department to standard campus language on use of artificial intelligence and standard academic misconduct policies and processes. Consider tracking student performance in AAE 336 to analyze student performance based on when they complete course prerequisites. 
Vote: 6-0

2. Course re-review: INTER-AG 473: Health Impacts of Unmet Social Needs
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): Moves the courses from the LEGAL ST subject listing to the INTER-AG subject listing. Minor updates to the learning outcomes.
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=14115 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/Masson 
Time: 1:10-1:20

Motion Schuchardt, second Masson to approve 
Discussion: Committee feedback from previous review of course has been addressed. Suggestions on clarification of grading and instructor feedback. 
Vote: 6-0

3. Course re-review: INTER-AG 499: Community Resource Navigator: Service Learning
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91002 
Reviewers: Pidgeon/Arriaga
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion Pidgeon, second Arriaga to approve  
Discussion: Committee feedback from previous review of course has been addressed. Suggestion to ensure proper student training when dealing with client information. 
Vote: 6-0

4. Course: AGROECOL/ILS/RELIG ST 304: Plants and Religion
Proposal type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90936 
Reviewers: Christopherson/DiGennaro (Banks)
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion Christopherson, second DiGennaro to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Ensure all relevant subjects are listed in Lumen proposal. Confirm with instructor that course is not seeking to satisfy ethnic studies requirement. 
Vote: 6-0

Informational and Discussion Items
1. CALS International Studies requirement discussion: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/wxpw1rqxa3gl9p2hu9opvkca0wyqwk9y 
1:40-2:10

Discussion: This requirement was revamped several years ago and was one of the first CALS requirements. There is also an International Studies major and International Studies subject listing on campus which causes confusion for students. CALS Curriculum Committee has discussed updating this requirement and the requirement name on and off for the last few years. CALS Academic Affairs is seeking feedback from the committee on learning outcomes and criteria to evaluate if courses meet this requirement. Initial discussion about the phrasing of draft learning outcome 1 to be more neutral. 

2. Feedback on draft mid-semester course check-in survey https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_FNpM2VZebCrCOvddIx0bk0GloTJ_KvUCE6Xs9oneVQ/edit 
2:10-2:30

Discussion: This is an optional tool for instructors to use for a mid-semester check-in survey. Committee suggestions: 
· Question 4: Consider changing to multiple choice instead of long answer text, especially for larger classes. Multiple choice selections could include readings, lectures, assignments, quizzes, fill in the blank.  
· Question 5: Consider rephrasing of word “challenging” or consider updating to a pair of questions about clearest and muddiest points. 
· Consider question about how much work students have dedicated to the course.  
· Consider question about whether or not prerequisites prepared students for course the course, which could also be used to inform course equivalency decisions.  
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