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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
October 14, 2025, 1:00-2:30 PM
Microbial Sciences Building Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Francisco Arriaga, co-chair (2027), Anna Pidgeon (December 2025), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028)

Student Members Present: Jackson Banks

Ex-Officio Members Present: David Wright-Racette 


Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from September 23, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/h2k37sfmx018abs2pwj1ttsgxczi3gzs 

2. De-crosslist: F&W ECOL/ATM OCN /BOTANY/ ENVIR ST/ GEOG/GEOSCI/ ZOOLOGY 980: Earth System Science Seminar
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=85415 

3. De-crosslist: F&W ECOL/URB R PL/DS 955: Practical Research Design and Methods of Empirical Inquiry
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=87001 

4. Deactivation: F&W ECOL 411: Practices of Silviculture
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=88725 
Approved by consent. 

Action Items
1. Course re-review: DY SCI 210: Dairy Nutrition Experience
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90990 
Reviewers: Arriaga/DiGennaro (Duah)
Time: 1:00-1:10

Motion Arriaga, second DiGennaro to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Instructor has addressed committee questions about assignment timing, policy on the credit hour, and enrollment minimums. Consider updates to field trip activities in syllabus. Ensure learning outcomes match campus guidelines.  
Vote: 5-0

2. Course: AAE 780: Research Colloquium
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Updates to course description and learning outcomes. 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=88539 
Reviewers: Pidgeon/Christopherson
Time: 1:10-1:20

Motion Pidgeon, second Christopherson to approve with recommendations
Discussion: Recommendation to include statement on use of artificial intelligence and to consider alternative ways to phrase the first learning outcome.    
Vote: 5-0

3. Course: INTER-AG 117: GreenHouse Roots Seminar
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Updates to course learning outcomes to align with new standardized CALS First-Year Seminar learning outcomes. 
Last approved by CALS CC: 8.29.24 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=11456 
Reviewers: Christopherson/DiGennaro (Banks)
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion Christopherson, second DiGennaro to approve with suggestions
Discussion: Ensure course content allows students to meet updated learning outcomes.   
Vote: 5-0

4. Course: ENTOM/ENVIR ST 205: Our Planet, Our Health
Proposal Type: Request to satisfy CALS International Studies requirement 
Application: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/ykow6jfsn8pi47zey668mfcyk58vxpw1 
Syllabus: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/d2n9q1t4n6szi2qlconwvwdx0pr8d15j 
CALS International Studies course criteria: https://uwmadison.box.com/s/954n6eqojdud6spran6j0utfqcxfbvlq 
Reviewers: Masson/Pidgeon (All committee members please review as well)
Time: 1:30-1:50

Motion Masson, second Pidgeon to defer 
Discussion: Additional information needed about discussion topics for course given that they are an important component of the grade and are tied to several of the criteria courses must meet to satisfy the CALS International Studies requirement. Based on the current syllabus and application, it is not clear if the course meets the two learning outcomes required for courses to fulfill the CALS International Studies requirement. The application and syllabus need to show how students identify and explain issues to diverse audiences and how they demonstrate critical thinking and comparative perspectives with respect to international challenges. Also based on application and syllabus, it is not clear if there is substantial non-U.S. content. If discussion topics were expanded upon, this might be more evident. 
Informational and Discussion Items
1. CALS International Studies requirement discussion continued
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/rrgsq4llo7qtlr8fo5a5gchjqjxbd0y8 
1:50-2:30

Discussion: May want to consider other alternatives names for requirement name. 
Themes: Should bioenergy be added under 4. Protecting the Planet? 
Course criteria: 
· Consider minimum bar for the requirement and if courses should be connected to multiple themes or if one theme is sufficient. 
· Consider updating criterion that there must be extensive discussion of at least two countries: Is countries the best way to define this? Or other alternatives such as regions? 
Next steps may be for committee to take time outside of committee meetings to review this more in depth, work on ideas, and discuss at next meeting. CALS Academic Planning will help facilitate this.
image1.png
College of

Agricultural & Life Sciences
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON




