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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
September 9, 2025, 1:00-2:30 PM
Microbial Sciences Building Room 6201

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Anna Pidgeon (December 2025), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Francisco Arriaga (2027), Patrick Masson (2028)

Student Members Present: Jackson Banks, Thomas Duah

Ex-Officio Members Present: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette
Welcome and Call to Order
1. Introductions and welcome: (Schuchardt) 1:00-1:05
2. Procedures: (Schuchardt, Wright-Racette) 1:05-1:15


Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from August 26, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/atz539spostez7xy0emvb15gr9yxpfz8 

2. Program Update: College of Agricultural and Life Sciences Honors
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/programadmin/?key=55 

Approved by consent. 
Action Items
1. Course: AAE 336: Economic Analysis Using Spreadsheets
Proposal Type: New 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90969 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Christopherson (Duah)
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion Arriaga, second Christopherson to defer
Discussion: Clarification needed on how course is distinct from other courses in the AAE subject listing and other available trainings. Clarification also needed on how course assignments address use of AI, course session timing with respect to student workload, and if course should be a standalone course or if content should be added to other courses in AAE subject listing.
Vote: 5-0

2. Course: BOTANY/PL PATH 105: Mushrooms
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): add PL PATH as cross-listed subject because course will be co-taught and administered by faculty in both Botany department and Plant Pathology department
URL:  https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90831 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Pidgeon (Banks)
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion Christopherson, second Pidgeon to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Suggestion to slightly update learning outcomes so that outcomes are more measurable and more closely match assessments. Grading scheme should be updated to reflect total points in course. 
Vote: 5-0

3. Course: INTER-AG 473: Health Impacts of Unmet Social Needs
Proposal Type: change
Reason (if change): Moves the courses from the LEGAL ST subject listing to the INTER-AG subject listing. Updates to one of the learning outcomes.
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=14115 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/Masson (Duah)
Time: 1:40-1:50

Motion Schuchardt, second Masson to defer
Discussion: Request for clarification on how course meets credit hour policy and how instructor is interacting with, providing feedback to, and evaluating students on client work.   
Vote: 5-0

4. Course: INTER-AG 499: Community Resource Navigator: Service Learning
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=91002 
Reviewers: Pidgeon/Arriaga
Time: 1:50-2:00

Motion Pidgeon, second Arriaga to approve with minor changes. Motion Pidgeon, second Arriaga to amend motion from approve with minor changes to defer.  
Discussion: Suggestion to update learning outcomes to make them more measurable. Clarify how students are evaluated and how instructor interacts with and provides feedback to students on client work.  
Vote: 5-0

5. Course: BIOCHEM 100: Biochemistry Freshman Seminar 
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Add a course learning outcome to align with CALS First-Year Seminar standard learning outcomes 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=88445 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Masson (Banks)
Time: 2:00-2:10

Motion Christopherson, second Masson to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Suggestion to clarify lab safety protocols. 
Vote: 4-0

6. Course: DY SCI 210: Dairy Nutrition Experience
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90990 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Schuchardt
Time: 2:10-2:20

Motion Arriaga, second Schuchardt to defer
Discussion: Request for clarity on assignment timing and credit hour as well as a more detailed explanation of assignments. Clarify durability of course given funding structure and clarify how instructor provides context for course content. Confirm enrollment estimates. More information on travel logistics requested.   
Vote: 5-0 

7. Course: DY SCI 448: Intercollegiate Dairy Challenge Competitions   
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90993 
Reviewers: Pidgeon/Masson
Time: 2:20-2:30

Motion Pidgeon, second Masson to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Suggestion to update learning outcomes for phrasing. Title and description should be updated slightly to more closely match course content. Clarify transportation logistics and provide more details in the assignment rubrics. Update course meeting times for clarity. 
Vote: 4-0
Informational and Discussion Items
1.
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