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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
August 26, 2025, 1:00-2:30 PM
Zoom: https://uwmadison.zoom.us/j/95199728094 

Voting Members Present: Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Nan Li, co-chair (2027), Anna Pidgeon (December 2025), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Francisco Arriaga (2027), Peter DiGennaro (2028), Patrick Masson (2028)

Student Members Present: Thomas Duah

Ex-Officio Members Present: David Wright-Racette 

Minutes: David Wright-Racette

Welcome and Call to Order
1. Introductions and Chairs’ Welcome: (Schuchardt, Li) 1:00-1:05

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from the May 13, 2025 CALS Curriculum Committee meeting

2. De-crosslist: BOTANY/F&W ECOL 250: Forests and Humans: From the Midwest to Madagascar
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=89149 

3. De-crosslist: ZOOLOGY/F&W ECOL 335: Human/Animal Relationships: Biological and Philosophical Issues
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=86887 

4. De-crosslist: BOTANY/F&W ECOL 455: The Vegetation of Wisconsin
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=82997 

5. De-crosslist: ZOOLOGY/BOTANY/F&W ECOL 879: Advanced Landscape Ecology
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=86906 

6. Deactivation:  F&W ECOL 401: Physiological Animal Ecology
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=86845 

7. Deactivation: NUTR SCI/ENTOM 203: Introduction to Global Health
https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=88136 

Approved by consent

Action Items
1. Course: AN SCI 795: Graduate Teaching in Animal Sciences
Proposal Type: New (re-review)
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90920 
Reviewers: Pidgeon/Arriaga 
Time: 1:10-1:20

Motion Pidgeon, seconded by Arriaga to approve
Discussion: Syllabus could provide more information about assignment requirements which would be helpful for students. 
Vote: 7-0

2. Course: F&W ECOL 422: Hunting for Conservation
Proposal Type: New (re-review)
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90927
Reviewers: Arriaga/Li 
Time: 1:20-1:30

Motion Arriaga, seconded by Li to approve. 
Discussion: Ask instructor for clarification on how students can complete alternative assignment if they cannot attend the field day. 
Vote: 7-0

3. Course: F&W ECOL 410: Silviculture: Applied Forest Ecology
Proposal Type: Change
Reason (if change): Update course title, change to variable credit with optional lab, update requisite, update learning outcomes
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=84191 
Reviewers: Schuchardt/DiGennaro (Duah/Banks)
Time: 1:30-1:40

Motion Schuchardt, seconded by DiGenarro to approve. 
Discussion: Suggestion to add a table for grading to make it clearer for students.  
Vote: 7-0

4. Course: AN SI/DY SCI 373: Animal Physiology
Proposal Type: Change (Course is also eligible for CALS CC targeted review)
Last Review: Approved at the February 28, 2023 CALS CC meeting 
Reason (if change): Add discussion section to course components
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=2773 
Reviewers: Li/Masson (Stephenson)
Time: 1:40-1:50

Motion Li, seconded by Masson to approve with minor changes. 
Discussion: Additional information could be provided about absences, how students can make up attendance points, and when exams take place. Structure of discussion sections could be fleshed out. 
Vote: 7-0

5. Course: GENETICS 234: Genomes and Society
Proposal Type: Change (Course is also eligible for CALS CC targeted review)
Reason (if change): Update to requisite
Last Review: Approved at the October 22, 2024 CALS CC meeting
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90051 
Reviewers: Christopherson/Pidgeon 
Time: 1:50-2:00

Motion Christopherson, seconded by Pidgeon to approve with minor changes. 
Discussion: Ask department if there are other courses they want to include in prerequisite that would prepare students to succeed in the course and update course schedule typo. 
Vote: 6-0
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