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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
Tuesday, May 13, 2025, 1:00-2:30 PM
6201 Microbial Sciences Building

Voting Members Present: Sebastian Bednarek, co-chair (2025), Xuejun Pan (2025), Nan Li (2027), Francisco Arriaga (2027)

Ex-Officio Members Present: David Wright-Racette, Diana Frantz Anderson

Minutes: David Wright-Racette
Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from April 22, 2025
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/dss115e0zwj7c1470dob8hmorqrj01ns 
2. C&E SOC CLOs (pages 1-12)
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/rlpafor8u1akhnvm4w7vurcmh4ecqe7i 
3. F&W ECOL CLOs (pages 12-25)
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/rlpafor8u1akhnvm4w7vurcmh4ecqe7i 
4. INTER-AG CLOs (pages 25-26)
https://uwmadison.box.com/s/rlpafor8u1akhnvm4w7vurcmh4ecqe7i 

Approved by consent
Action Items
1. Course: AN SCI 795: Graduate Teaching in Animal Sciences
Proposal Type: New 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90920 
Reviewers: Arriaga/Pan
Time: 1:05-1:15

Motion Arriaga, seconded by Pan to defer course
Discussion: More information needed on how student performance is evaluated as well as regular and substantive student-instructor interaction. Clarification of learning outcomes to ensure they are achievable and applicable to all students. Ensure course description matches intended audience and course content. 
Vote: 4-0-0

2. Course: F&W ECOL 210: Forest Resources Practicum
Proposal Type: Change
Reason: Updating course number and learning outcomes. 
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=84202 
Reviewers: Bednarek/Li (Stephenson)
Time: 1:15-1:25

Motion Bednarek, seconded by Li to approve with minor changes
Discussion: Learning outcome 3 could be edited for clarity and could be helpful to include rubrics for larger assignments. 
Vote: 4-0-0

3. Course: F&W ECOL 422: Hunting for Conservation
Proposal Type: New
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90927
Reviewers: Li/Arriaga (Ayyavaripally)
Time: 1:25-1:35

Motion Li, seconded by Arriaga to defer course. 
Discussion: Ensure course description provides students with sufficient information about course content and experience. Ensure course content not overly duplicative of other trainings available to students outside the university. Ensure field activities and grading expectations are clear to students.  
Vote: 4-0-0
Informational and Discussion Items
1. Syllabus Template Project
Discussion: Center for Teaching, Learning, and Mentoring project to provide a better syllabus template with resources for instructors. What are current pain points with the syllabus template? Several departments utilize current campus syllabus template. Instructors and students use Canvas more than syllabus. Discussion of how students utilize syllabi and if the syllabus is an effective tool. Committee interest in tool that would scrape information from Canvas to build a syllabus. 

Adjourned at 2:21pm
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