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CALS Curriculum Committee
Minutes
Tuesday, April 22, 2025, 1:00-2:30 PM
6201 Microbial Sciences Building

Voting Members Present: Sebastian Bednarek, co-chair (2025), Makayla Schuchardt, co-chair (2026), Anna Pidgeon (2025), Xuejun Pan (2025), Nan Li (2027), Melissa Christopherson (2027), Francisco Arriaga (2027)

Student Members Present: 

Ex-Officio Members Present: Megan Ackerman-Yost, David Wright-Racette


Informational and Discussion Items
1. Presentation and discussion of new course evaluation tool (replacement for Heliocampus).
Time: 1:00-1:30

Presentation: New course evaluation tool, Blue, will replace Heliocampus starting summer 2026. Blue better meets the needs of campus users than Heliocampus and the user interface should be easier for faculty, staff, and students to use. There will be opportunities to start learning more about the tool in summer 2025. CALS will be one of the first schools/colleges to start using Blue and will work closely with DoIT during the transition. 
Discussion:
Question: What is the plan for data during this transition? 
Answer: Course evaluation data from Heliocampus will be saved and accessible to departments. DoIT will archive data for departments. 
Question: Does this also replace program learning outcome reporting in Heliocampus? 
Answer: There is a separate Request for Proposal process to determine what system campus will use for program learning outcome reporting. 
Question: Will there be standard course evaluations across campus? 
Answer: This is to be determined, but likely that there will be a set of standard, institution level course evaluation questions and schools/colleges and departments will have a small number of questions they can customize.
Question: Is Blue a commonly used tool for course evaluations at other institutions?
Answer: It is the most commonly used system for course evaluations in higher education. 

Consent Agenda
1. Review minutes from April 8, 2025
Time: 1:30-1:35

Minutes approved by consent. 
Action Items
1. Course: BIOCHEM 799: Practicum in Biochemistry Teaching
Proposal Type: New (re-review)
URL: https://next-guide.wisc.edu/courseadmin/?key=90481 
Reviewers: Li/Pan
Time: 1:35-1:45
Notes: Per committee suggestion, learning outcome 2 updated to ensure all students who take the course can achieve this outcome. Department confirmed preference for variable credit structure. Course can count toward the teaching/professional development requirement of Biochemistry PhD curriculum. 

Motion: Motion to approve Li, second Pan
Discussion: Department made adjustments based on committee feedback and course has all required elements. 
Vote: 6-0-1 (one abstention)

Adjourned at 1:57pm
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